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HOW AND WHY WE CREATED THIS BOOK

LiMin:

I recall, in 1967, | could not understand why a group
of students at my D.Garea high school were cheering
OEA ) OOAAT E 1T EI EOAOQOUBC Al
different from the group.

In the spring of 1969, | arrived at Cornell as a high
school visitor, in the midst of the student takeover of
Willard Straight Hall. The experience was
unforgettable. | was struck by the power of the
students and their sense of justice. A few months

later, | began my studies as a lyear-old engineering
physics major.

The demographics of the student body looked very
different then compared to now. Students of European
ancestry dominated the campus, and | felt like a tiny
minority as one of a very few Chinese Americans.

| joined protests against the U.S. war in Vietnam, and
through them | came to understand the power of the
student movement.

Yet, as inspiring as the antiwar struggle was, | clearly
recall when Cornell President Dale Corson issued a
statement of campuswide sympathy for Israel in the
wake of the 1972 Olympics. He said nothing of the
ongoing trauma that Israel was inflicting on

0Al1 AOGOET EAT 08
0A1 AOGOET EAI
personal in my own life.

Lou:

As a high school student in 1969, | joined friends who
were knocking on doors and talking with people
throughout Buffalo, NY. We were asking them to sign a
petition against the war in Vietham. And when my

AAOEAOB8 O 40AO0AAU 1
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[ET ECAOUGO AT T MOdAER Onivrdity, Psbnbelt H&PEWadsBmetningEA 1

fundamental about the way the world works that |

A E AdndefBtandi and | was determined to figure it
out. In and out of the classroom, | kept pressing
develop that understanding.

| was very active in the movement at Cornell against
the U.S. war on Vietham. In 1972, a couple hundred of
us occupied Carpenter Hall, on the engineering quad,
for five days. We demanded that Cornell abolish ROTC
and end all Defense Department research on campus;
convert its Cornell Aeronautical Laboratory from
military to constructive, humane research; and sell its
stock shares in Gulf, then extracting oil from Angola.
We renamed the building GiapCabral Hall, in honor of
two monumental revolutionary leaders, V6 Nguyén
Giap of Vietnam andAmilcar Cabral of GuineaBissau
and Cape Verde.

While a student, | joined LiMin afThe Rest of the News
a weekly radio show that the antiwar movement
pushed the Cornell radio station to air. Decades before
| learned the term, it was like a podcast. Memorable
shows included interviews with striking West Virginia

One of our successes involved a song created to derail
A 01 OOOCOAOGA
aimed at several U.S. college towns, including Ithaca.
We mobilized as part of the global movement in
solidarity with the struggle against Portuguese
colonialism in GuineaBissau, Angola, and

I ECEO DIl E MozanblydeALBcAlus@ikns cokpose®Dspobidn
AOCGEAA £l O OE A e wikEgie. AV &irediit@mour@ddib shedv; ifn@ri O A
i U £A QiialAby eadyrl 87DsSsand#xd3,@iddAhe wike@dinpdnyh 8
Ooullfzd O%I(tKO(T Cornell and Ithaca. Lighthearted as

this'may seem, it was key to my understanding of
national liberation struggles beyond Vietham. And a
Rest of the News member central to this effort soon
delved into researching all the corporations and
government entities which were financially invested

in the apartheid South African regime. He spent years
developing what became the gdo resource for the
global anti-apartheid boycott, divestment, and
sanctions movement.

In February 1973, | traveled with a grad student
friend to Wounded Knee to report on the occupation
of the village by local indigenous people and the
American Indian Movement (AIM). We stayed for the
duration of the occupation, sending out radio reports
of our interviews with participants. They shared
stories of their long history and most recent
experiences of federally backed violence, land theft
and intentional impoverishment of the Oglala Sioux,
and encouraged us to take part in the community of
resistance they built around them.The interviews
grew into a book | ceauthored calledVoices from
Wounded Knee, 1973: The People are Standing Up

4EAGC OEI AT AA & nfhErdand Witk Acafplisbridrd ilvlirly théirE O E A

PATBI A & OAOTT AGAMishfADI U xEOE O | AOEET G ourfocus on Palestine

The two of us moved to New York City in the fall of

x Efnakket BdmpaiyA 1 U 6 @974t4 ford the Rest of the NewNYC bureau, just as

delegates from what we then called Third World
countries began arriving to address the UN General
Assembly. We interviewed them and aired the
programs. A turning point came when we had the



opportunity to interview delegates of the Palestine
Liberation Organization, which had just gained UN
observer status, and learn more about Palestine.

We noticed that while everyone in our movement
opposed the ongoing U.S. war on Vietnam, and
supported other anti-colonial and antiimperialist
struggles, not everyone in our movement agreed on
solidarity with Palestine. This intensified our
conviction to focus on Palestine solidarity and
channel our efforts into the struggle that some
intentionally ignored.

We joined the Palestine Solidarity Committee NYC as
early members.

In 1975, we began work as a photographer and a
writer for Liberation News Service, a media collective
launched during the 1968 protests at Columbia
University.

The Vietnamese and others had invited the global
Oi 1 6AiI AT 66 POAOGO Oi
stories and images of their struggles. And so did the
Palestine Liberation Organization. The PLO invited us
in 1977, as Liberation News Service journalists and
Palestine Solidarity Committee activists, along with
three other Americans.

As a group of five, we photographed, interviewed,
reported from, and discussed our way throughout
Palestine and Lebanon, traveling overland through
Syria and Jordan. In Lebanon, PLO leaders, members,
and associates guided us through a packed itinerary.
In Palestine, contacts including the American Friends
Service Committee and UNRWA (United Nations
Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in

OEAEO A WbRFofiRbredithrouds f B

the Near East) assisted us in traveling throughout
Palestine, including Jerusalem, Gaza, the West Bank,
and the Galilee.

of Palestine, its people, their enduring connection to
their land, and our role in solidarity deepened.

Solidarity here, today
We returned to Palestine in 2009 and visited Penny
Johnson, a member of the group on our earlier trip.

She had moved to Palestine and become a prominent ) ) ) T
o . . the community that did not exist our first time here.
researcher and author at Birzeit University, where

. . ) #1 OT AT 160 OOOAAT O Ai AU EAO

she was a founding member of its Institute of ith Palestini ¢ ) int i

71T AT 50 300AEAGS (AO EOOAAITARPASSHnEYSugenty many iigmatona)

o . . students, and children of recent immigrants. For
founder of AFHaq and a prolific writer, had just i i
. - ) . - many, Israel is seen as an artifact of Western settler

published Palestinian Walks: Forays into a Vanishing lonial q ] £ aut i .
LandscapeThe book was unlike anything we had colonialism Undeserving of aufomatic support.

. . Effor nd the horrific Israeli genoci f
read. In his walks through Palestine, Shehadeh 0 ts. tc_) end the horrific Israeli genocide o
. . . . . Palestinians, to end the role of our governments and
chronicles Israeli settler-colonial practices with a

. . - institution nablers of this genoci n k
level of detail surpassed only by his descriptions of stitutions as enablers of this genocide, and to take a

OEA 1 AT AGAADA 1 & EEO OAAI I oRN NRIIBAEFRIsstng frethecential 4 4 4 p

. . focus of a worldwide movement, including here.
connection to it.

Today in Ithaca, we are amidst a Palestine solidarity
movement on the Cornell University campus and in

As we look through our photographs and writing
from 1977 onward, the collection reveals to us
something more relevant and pressing than ever.
We would like to share it with you.

By then, | (LiMin) had worked for decades in
independent software innovation and engineering
Aor@ E A
computing. | was eager to take the latest
photographic technology to Palestine. In my bag of
digital tools | packed a new GigaPana robotic
mount for a camera with software that stiches
together incredibly high-resolution panoramic
photographs.With the new equipment in hand, we
aimed to photographically capture and share with
others the intensity and scale of the Israeli apartheid
wall and settlements, to help build resistance in the
5838 ACAET OO 100 Cci OAOT T AT 660 OOPPTI OO &£ O OEEOS
On walks and in conversation with people across
Palestine (except Gaza, which the Israeli blockade
had turned into an openair prison) our appreciation
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Chapter 1

1977

WITH OUR OWN EYES
IN PALESTINE AND LEBANON

We meet with Palestinians living in their homeland

under Israeli occupation, with PLO leaders, with

OAZOCAA MEAIT EI EAO ET AAiDOh AAOEOEC
ATA xT T AT806 OTETTO AT A EEGCEOAOO 11
in southern Lebanon.

We see firsthand the determined resistance to

intensified Israeli repression in Palestine, as well as

the spirited reorganizing of the Palestinians who

suffered during the long war in Lebanon.

A veteran who fought for Palestine in 1948,
in Lebanon in 1973, and in defense of
4A1 Al : ABAOAO OAAOCAA AAI P ET pwx

?2 OOw/ EOI UUPOPEOQUWUT EUI 1
to liberate Palestine.

2 OEwPi wEwWx1 O6x0Ol wl EVWE w
UT T AawbpDPOOWEET P1 YI wbUB

DAMOUR, near BeirutMay 1977z Survivors of the massacre
i £ 0Al AOOET EAT O AO OEA 4Al Al : ABAOAO OAAEOCAA AAiI D8
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TCITIZEN, VISITOR, TRAVELLER, THROUGH OUT THE GAZA STRIP..

' |1-ENTERING THE GAZA STRIP YOU ARE OBLIGED TO OBEY THE ORDER OF THE MILITARY AUTHORITIES AND THE
* | SIGNS PUT UP BY THEM. 2- MOVEMENT ABOUT THE GAZA STRIP IS PERMITJED EXCEPT:
_ 1 A-UN.INSTITUTIONS. = B- CLOSED AND TRAINING AREAS. a

|3-SECURITY RESTRICTIONS IN THE GAZA STRIP. A-MOVEMENT IS PERMITTED ON THE MAIN ROADS ONLY.
B-D0 NOT LEAVE THE ROADS BECAUSE or DANGER of MINES. G- MSVEMENT AT NIGHT IS NOT PERMITTED.
D- ENTERING AND LEAVING THE GAZA STRIP ONLY THROUGH THE 0Ff|C|AL ENTRANCES.

4 REPORTS 2 N
PLEASE INFORM THE NEAREST POLICE STATION ON MILITARY CAHP;!_HMEDIATELY IN CASE |

OF INCIDENT.

GAZA

MAY, 1977

T

{

- N 4 e
| CITIZEN VISITOR TRAVELLER ! N B
| KEEP STRICTLY TO THESE REGUALATIONS. | e e
| YOU ARE DUELY WARNED.  THE MILITARY COMMAND .= .. . &
: | 2y GAZASIRIS, N o S
QR B e e
s v oAl
y = AR X -T— ——
RS S e 1&'
¥ I, -. "‘t, -

Near BEIT LAHIA, Gaza, May 19Z#rom the north, we drive into Gaza, which is under Israeli military occupation.
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GAZAMay 1977z Entering Gaza, the first person we encounter.



Near AL-SHATI Palestinian refugee camp, near GAZA CITWay 19777

Palestinians fishing and
maintaining their nets in
the Mediterranean Sea.

We later enjoy a delicious
fish dinner in a beachside
restaurant.

Our guide tells us that the
Israeli authorities have
made all beach roads off
limits to Palestinians at
night. People fishing can
go out at night but not
come in at night.

Behind us grapevines
grow in the sand. Our
guide explains that in this
area,(The water table is
high, and people can get
fresh water even very
close to the sea. There
is no water problem.
Palestinians flood the
land next to the sea to
leach out salt, then

plant a cover crop. The
following year, farmers
plant a food crop.

This land has been very
productive for
thousands of years 8 o

The road south from Gaza
City is lined with olive,
orange, date, and almond
trees.

12
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Palestinian children in a refugee camp near KHAN YOUNIS, Gatay 1977.
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Near RAFAH, Gaza, =

May 19777 There is
only one school per
every four Palestinian

refugee camps. Children v

walk long distances
to get to school.
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Palestinian refugee camp adjoining GAZA ClTMay 1977. School children.
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On the main road, south of MAGHAZI| Palestinian refugee camp, KHAN YOUNIS,
GazaMay 1977. Eucalyptuslined street. GazaMay 1977.
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Between
KHAN YOUNIS
and
RAFAH,
Gaza,
May 1977.
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RAFAH, Gaza, May 19%/Friends
introduced us to Mr. Eide, an
administrator in the Rafah refugee camp
who shows us around.

2 (wPEUWE OU O wHG
In 1948 my whole family 5
became refugees.
Eighty percent of
Palestinians became
Ul i otTi1i1owpo
t Mr. Eide

Mr. Eide looks about 50, so he was about
20 when he and his family were forced out
of the city of Jaffa during the Nakba. He
OAUOh O)1 OEA O1 x1 1
people; in the Rafah camp there are 50,000
0AT AOGOET EAT OAEOGCAAODS
Mr. Eide describes the worsened
conditions for Palestinians since 1967
when the Israeli military seized control of
the Gaza Strip, and goes on to tell us:
O4EAOA xAO | OAE DPOI O
through 1971, when there was a massive %
Israeli military crackdown on guerrillas.
Israeli authorities imprisoned many
Palestinians. The military destroyed 500
houses in Rafah. About 90% of the evicted > T
people moved in with relatives, making it ' . "
very crowded. But since 1967 UNRWA [the -

United Nations Relief and Works Agency

for Palestine Refugees] has not been

allowed to build a single new refugee
OEAI OAO8 ) OOAAI xAl 0600 Oi CcAo O0EAX

RAFAH Palestinian Refugee Camp, Gaza, May 19Tsraeli authorities have
eryl. re/&en%y mgr%eg aSn%ther 1,500 Palestinian homes for demolition and eviction.



Mr. Eide tells us that several years ago, the Israeli government announced the

annexation of Rafah Camp to Rafah Town. He emphasizes his point: RAFAH Refugee Camp,

Gaza, May 17, 1977
Some of the 1,500
Palestinian homes and
small businesses in

Cl

2371 wODPODPU AWEUUT OUubPUDPI Uuwl

E
EEOx UwUOwUOPOUOWUT T Ul wbpbOUOE

041 EECEO OEEOh6 EA OAUOHh OOEA
OEA AAIDPOBS the Gaza Strip recently
i AOEAA xEOE A OAA
by Israeli authorities
for demolition and
eviction. Demolition
will deprive this family
of their home and
S market, where today
" AlhAyQife Ediligdhions,

SR = bananas, and tomatoes.

The Israeli government is forcibly evicting Palestinians and moving them into
Israeli housing nearby, just into the Israelioccupied Egyptian Sinai. Mr. Eide
describes the Israeli efforts to remove Palestinian homes, people and refugee
status:

O!'TU 0Al AOGOGET EAT  x Ebuilt housihd BustiEéstil thed E A
home in the refugee camp and cannot pass it on to a relativighey were told
OEAU 1 600 AAITIEOE 10 AA AOOAOOAAN
response, says Mr. Eide:

37T 1T wxl OxOl WEUW WET ED

0. Agd 1110E OEAU xEI 1 AACET & OAETC
Ci OAOT T AT O ET OOET Cho - 08 %EAA OAI1O
dispersal of Palestinians has been the most intense in the southern part of the
Gaza Strip, where Israeli settlement has been the most rapid.

RAFAH Refugee Camp, fr
Gaza, May 17, 1977
Open areas where Israeli
occupation forces have | -
already torn down 1,000 i e
Palestinian homes. They B
bulldozed and widened qE ‘
streets in the camps in o
1971, to enable Israeli =
tanks to roll through.
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2(7ZOwEwW/ EOI UUPOPEDOD
on Palestinian land.
Whenever anyone sees someone
occupying your country,
you have the right to use any
Pl ExOOwWUOWOPEOQWUIT T Owo!

¢ Mr. Eide, Palestinian refugee

from Jaffa, living in Rafah

Near RAFAH, GazdJay 19777
Palestinians in agricultural fields.



