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LiMin:

I recall, in 1967, I could not understand why a group 

of students at my D.C.-area high school were cheering 

ÔÈÅ )ÓÒÁÅÌÉ ÍÉÌÉÔÁÒÙȭÓ ÃÏÎÑÕÅÓÔÓ ÉÎ 0ÁÌÅÓÔÉÎÅȢ ) ÆÅÌÔ ) ×ÁÓ 

different from the group.

In the spring of 1969, I arrived at Cornell as a high 

school visitor, in the midst of the student takeover of 

Willard Straight Hall. The experience was 

unforgettable. I was struck by the power of the 

students and their sense of justice.  A few months 

later, I began my studies as a 17-year-old engineering 

physics major.

The demographics of the student body looked very 

different then compared to now. Students of European 

ancestry dominated the campus, and I felt like a tiny 

minority as one of a very few Chinese Americans.

I joined protests against the U.S. war in Vietnam, and 

through them I came to understand the power of the 

student movement.

Yet, as inspiring as the antiwar struggle was, I clearly 

recall when Cornell President Dale Corson issued a 

statement of campus-wide sympathy for Israel in the 

wake of the 1972 Olympics. He said nothing of the 

ongoing trauma that Israel was inflicting on 

0ÁÌÅÓÔÉÎÉÁÎÓȢ 4ÈÁÔ ÓÉÌÅÎÃÅ Ʉ ÔÈÅ ÄÅÈÕÍÁÎÉÚÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 

0ÁÌÅÓÔÉÎÉÁÎ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ Ʉ ÒÅÓÏÎÁÔÅÄ ÄÅÅÐÌÙ ×ÉÔÈ ÓÏÍÅÔÈÉÎÇ 

personal in my own life.

Lou:

As a high school student in 1969, I joined friends who 

were knocking on doors and talking with people 

throughout Buffalo, NY. We were asking them to sign a 

petition against the war in Vietnam. And when my 

ÆÁÔÈÅÒȭÓ 4ÕÅÓÄÁÙ ÎÉÇÈÔ ÐÏËÅÒ ÂÕÄÄÉÅÓ ÓÈÏ×ÅÄ ÕÐ ÁÔ 

ÏÕÒ ÈÏÕÓÅȟ ) ÁÓËÅÄ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÓÉÇÎÁÔÕÒÅÓȟ ÔÏÏ Ʉ ÑÕÉÔÅ 

ÎÅÒÖÏÕÓÌÙȟ ÁÓ ) ËÎÅ× ÍÙ ÆÁÔÈÅÒ ÄÉÄÎȭÔ ÁÇÒÅÅ ×ÉÔÈ ÍÅȢ 

At Cornell University, I sensed there was something 

fundamental about the way the world works that I 

ÄÉÄÎȭÔ understand ïand I was determined to figure it 

out. In and out of the classroom, I kept pressing to 

develop that understanding.

I was very active in the movement at Cornell against 

the U.S. war on Vietnam. In 1972, a couple hundred of 

us occupied Carpenter Hall, on the engineering quad, 

for five days. We demanded that Cornell abolish ROTC 

and end all Defense Department research on campus; 

convert its Cornell Aeronautical Laboratory from 

military to constructive, humane research; and sell its 

stock shares in Gulf, then extracting oil from Angola. 

We renamed the building Giap-Cabral Hall, in honor of 

two monumental revolutionary leaders, Võ Nguyên 

Giáp of Vietnam and Amílcar Cabral of Guinea-Bissau 

and Cape Verde.

While a student, I joined LiMin at The Rest of the News, 

a weekly radio show that the antiwar movement 

pushed the Cornell radio station to air. Decades before 

I learned the term, it was like a podcast. Memorable 

shows included interviews with striking West Virginia 

coal miners and with Attica prisoners following their 

1971 uprising.

One of our successes involved a song created to derail 

Á 0ÏÒÔÕÇÕÅÓÅ ×ÉÎÅ ÃÏÍÐÁÎÙȭÓ ÔÅÓÔ-market campaign 

aimed at several U.S. college towns, including Ithaca. 

We mobilized as part of the global movement in 

solidarity with the struggle against Portuguese 

colonialism in Guinea-Bissau, Angola, and 

Mozambique. Local musicians composed a spoof on 

the wine jingle. We aired it on our radio show; it went 

viral, by early 1970s standards, and the wine company 

pulled out from Cornell and Ithaca. Lighthearted as 

this may seem, it was key to my understanding of 

national liberation struggles beyond Vietnam. And a 

Rest of the News member central to this effort soon 

delved into researching all the corporations and 

government entities which were financially invested 

in the apartheid South African regime. He spent years 

developing what became the go-to resource for the 

global anti-apartheid boycott, divestment, and 

sanctions movement. 

In February 1973, I traveled with a grad student  

friend to Wounded Knee to report on the occupation 

of the village by local indigenous people and the 

American Indian Movement (AIM). We stayed for the 

duration of the occupation, sending out radio reports 

of our interviews with participants. They shared 

stories of their long history and most recent 

experiences of federally backed violence, land theft 

and intentional impoverishment of the Oglala Sioux, 

and encouraged us to take part in the community of 

resistance they built around them. The interviews  

grew into a book I co-authored called Voices from 

Wounded Knee, 1973: The People are Standing Up.

Our focus on Palestine

The two of us moved to New York City in the fall of 

1974 to form the Rest of the News NYC bureau, just as 

delegates from what we then called Third World 

countries began arriving to address the UN General 

Assembly. We interviewed them and aired the 

programs. A turning point came when we had the

HOW AND WHY WE CREATED THIS BOOK

5



opportunity to interview delegates of the Palestine 

Liberation Organization, which had just gained UN 

observer status, and learn more about Palestine.

We noticed that while everyone in our movement 

opposed the ongoing U.S. war on Vietnam, and 

supported other anti-colonial and anti-imperialist 

struggles, not everyone in our movement agreed on 

solidarity with Palestine. This intensified our 

conviction to focus on Palestine solidarity and 

channel our efforts into the struggle that some 

intentionally ignored.

We joined the Palestine Solidarity Committee NYC as 

early members.

In 1975, we began work as a photographer and a 

writer for Liberation News Service, a media collective 

launched during the 1968 protests at Columbia 

University.

The Vietnamese and others had invited the global 

ȰÍÏÖÅÍÅÎÔȱ ÐÒÅÓÓ ÔÏ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÃÏÕÎÔÒÉÅÓȟ ÔÏ ÓÈÁÒÅ ÔÈÅ 

stories and images of their struggles. And so did the 

Palestine Liberation Organization. The PLO invited us 

in 1977, as Liberation News Service journalists and  

Palestine Solidarity Committee activists, along with 

three other Americans. 

As a group of five, we photographed, interviewed, 

reported from, and discussed our way throughout 

Palestine and Lebanon, traveling overland through 

Syria and Jordan. In Lebanon, PLO leaders, members, 

and associates guided us through a packed itinerary.  

In Palestine, contacts including the American Friends 

Service Committee and UNRWA (United Nations 

Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in 

the Near East) assisted us in traveling throughout 

Palestine, including Jerusalem, Gaza, the West Bank, 

and the Galilee. 

We returned to Palestine in 2009 and visited Penny 

Johnson, a member of the group on our earlier trip. 

She had moved to Palestine and become a prominent 

researcher and author at Birzeit University, where 

she was a founding member of its Institute of 

7ÏÍÅÎȭÓ 3ÔÕÄÉÅÓȢ (ÅÒ ÈÕÓÂÁÎÄȟ 2ÁÊÁ 3ÈÅÈÁÄÅÈȟ ÃÏ-

founder of Al-Haq and a prolific writer, had just 

published Palestinian Walks: Forays into a Vanishing 

Landscape.The book was unlike anything we had 

read. In his walks through Palestine, Shehadeh 

chronicles Israeli settler-colonial practices with a 

level of detail surpassed only by his descriptions of 

ÔÈÅ ÌÁÎÄÓÃÁÐÅ ÏÆ ÈÉÓ ȰÂÅÌÏÖÅÄ ÃÏÕÎÔÒÙȟȱ ÁÎÄ ÈÉÓ ÄÅÅÐ 

connection to it. 

By then, I (LiMin) had worked for decades in 

independent software innovation and engineering 

and was part of the breakthroughs in personal 

computing. I was eager to take the latest 

photographic technology to Palestine. In my bag of 

digital tools I packed a new GigaPan ɀa robotic 

mount for a camera with software that stiches 

together incredibly high-resolution panoramic 

photographs. With the new equipment in hand, we 

aimed to photographically capture and share with 

others the intensity and scale of the Israeli apartheid 

wall and settlements, to help build resistance in the 

5Ȣ3Ȣ ÁÇÁÉÎÓÔ ÏÕÒ ÇÏÖÅÒÎÍÅÎÔȭÓ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÉÓȢ 

On walks and in conversation with people across 

Palestine (except Gaza, which the Israeli blockade 

had turned into an open-air prison) our appreciation 

of Palestine, its people, their enduring connection to 

their land, and our role in solidarity deepened.

Solidarity here, today

Today in Ithaca, we are amidst a Palestine solidarity 

movement on the Cornell University campus and in 

the community that did not exist our first time here. 

#ÏÒÎÅÌÌȭÓ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔ ÂÏÄÙ ÈÁÓ ÃÈÁÎÇÅÄ ÄÒÁÍÁÔÉÃÁÌÌÙȟ 

with Palestinian students, many international 

students, and children of recent immigrants. For 

many, Israel is seen as an artifact of Western settler 

colonialism undeserving of automatic support. 

Efforts to end the horrific Israeli genocide of 

Palestinians, to end the role of our governments and 

institutions as enablers of this genocide, and to take a 

stand in solidarity with Palestine are the central 

focus of a worldwide movement, including here.

As we look through our photographs and writing 

from 1977 onward, the collection reveals to us 

something more relevant and pressing than ever.

We would like to share it with you.

6 



Qabatiye

Kufeir

Nablus

Jiljilyya

Birzeit

Ramallah

Qalandia

Qalandia Refugee Camp

Jerusalem

Old City

Sheikh Jarrah

Jabal al Mukabbir

Bethlehem

Dheisheh Refugee Camp

Har Homa settlement

Artas

Beit Lahia

Gaza City

Al-Shati Refugee Camp

Maghazi Refugee Camp

Khan Younis

Rafah Refugee Camp

Rafah

Ein Mahel

Nazareth

Jordan River Valley

Bardala

Mehola Israeli settlement

Akraba

Gitit Israeli settlement

Tomer Israeli settlement

Jericho

Nof Zion settlement

Eizarieh

Abu Dis

Ȱ%ρȱ

-ÁȭÁÌÅ !ÄÕÍÉÍ ÓÅÔÔÌÅÍÅÎÔ

French Hill settlement

Places in Palestine
which we visited and

show in this book

The base map is in the 

public domain, made 

accessible and searchable 

through a project of 

VisualizingPalestine.org; 

see credits at 

palopenmaps.org/about.

Labels and pointers are

added by the book authors. 
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Chapter 1

1977
WITH OUR OWN EYES

IN PALESTINE AND LEBANON

We meet with Palestinians living in their homeland 

under Israeli occupation, with PLO leaders, with 

ÒÅÆÕÇÅÅ ÆÁÍÉÌÉÅÓ ÉÎ ÃÁÍÐÓȟ ÁÃÔÉÖÉÓÔÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒËÅÒÓȭ 

ÁÎÄ ×ÏÍÅÎȭÓ ÕÎÉÏÎÓ ÁÎÄ ÆÉÇÈÔÅÒÓ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÆÒÏÎÔ ÌÉÎÅÓ 

in southern Lebanon.

We see firsthand the determined resistance to 

intensified Israeli repression in Palestine, as well as 

the spirited reorganizing of the Palestinians who 

suffered during the long war in Lebanon.

A veteran who fought for Palestine in 1948,

in Lebanon in 1973, and in defense of

4ÁÌ ÁÌ :ÁȭÁÔÁÒ ÒÅÆÕÇÅÅ ÃÁÍÐ ÉÎ ρωχφ ÔÅÌÌÓ ÕÓȡ

Ɂ ÓÓɯ/ÈÓÌÚÛÐÕÐÈÕÚɯÚÏÈÙÌɯÖÕÌɯÎÖÈÓȯ

to liberate Palestine.

Ɂ ÕËɯÐÍɯÈɯ×ÌÖ×ÓÌɯÏÈÚɯÈɯÑÜÚÛɯÎÖÈÓȮ

ÛÏÌàɯÞÐÓÓɯÈÊÏÐÌÝÌɯÐÛȭɂ

DAMOUR, near Beirut, May 1977ɀSurvivors of the massacre

ÏÆ 0ÁÌÅÓÔÉÎÉÁÎÓ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ 4ÁÌ ÁÌ :ÁȭÁÔÁÒ ÒÅÆÕÇÅÅ ÃÁÍÐȢ

9



Near BEIT LAHIA, Gaza, May 1977 ɀFrom the north, we drive into Gaza, which is under Israeli military occupation.

GAZA
MAY, 1977

10 



GAZA, May 1977ɀEntering Gaza, the first person we encounter.
11



Palestinians fishing and 

maintaining their nets in 

the Mediterranean Sea.

We later enjoy a delicious 

fish dinner in a beachside 

restaurant.

Our guide tells us that the 

Israeli authorities have 

made all beach roads off-

limits to Palestinians at 

night. People fishing can 

go out at night but not 

come in at night.

Behind us grapevines 

grow in the sand. Our 

guide explains that in this 

area, ȰThe water table is 

high, and people can get 

fresh water even very 

close to the sea. There 

is no water problem. 

Palestinians flood the 

land next to the sea to 

leach out salt, then 

plant a cover crop. The 

following year, farmers 

plant a food crop. 

This land has been very 

productive for 

thousands of yearsȢȱ

The road south from Gaza 

City is lined with olive, 

orange, date, and almond 

trees.

Near AL-SHATI Palestinian refugee camp, near GAZA CITY, May 1977ɀ

12 



Palestinian children in a refugee camp near KHAN YOUNIS, Gaza, May 1977.
13



16

Near RAFAH, Gaza,

May 1977ɀThere is 

only one school per 

every four Palestinian 

refugee camps. Children 

walk long distances

to get to school.

14 



Palestinian refugee camp adjoining GAZA CITY, May 1977. School children.
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Between KHAN YOUNIS and 

RAFAH, Gaza, May 1977.

KHAN YOUNIS, 

Gaza, May 1977.

On the main road, south of MAGHAZI Palestinian refugee camp, 

Gaza, May 1977. Eucalyptus-lined street.

16 



Between 

KHAN YOUNIS 

and 

RAFAH,

Gaza,

May 1977.

17



RAFAH Palestinian Refugee Camp, Gaza, May 1977 ɀIsraeli authorities have

very recently marked another 1,500 Palestinian homes for demolition and eviction. 

RAFAH, Gaza, May 1977 ɀFriends 

introduced us to Mr. Eide, an 

administrator in the Rafah refugee camp 

who shows us around. 

Ɂ(ɯÞÈÚɯÉÖÙÕɯÐÕɯ)ÈÍÍÈȭ

In 1948 my whole family 

became refugees. 

Eighty percent of 

Palestinians became

ÙÌÍÜÎÌÌÚɯÐÕɯƕƝƘƜȭɂɯ

ɬMr. Eide

Mr. Eide looks about 50, so he was about 

20 when he and his family were forced out 

of the city of Jaffa during the Nakba. He 

ÓÁÙÓȟ Ȱ)Î ÔÈÅ ÔÏ×Î ÏÆ 2ÁÆÁÈ ÔÈÅÒÅ ÁÒÅ υȟπππ 

people; in the Rafah camp there are 50,000 

0ÁÌÅÓÔÉÎÉÁÎ ÒÅÆÕÇÅÅÓȢȱ

Mr. Eide describes the worsened 

conditions for Palestinians since 1967 

when the Israeli military seized control of 

the Gaza Strip, and goes on to tell us: 

Ȱ4ÈÅÒÅ ×ÁÓ ÍÕÃÈ ÐÒÏÔÅÓÔ ÆÒÏÍ ρωφχ 

through 1971, when there was a massive 

Israeli military crackdown on guerrillas. 

Israeli authorities imprisoned many 

Palestinians. The military destroyed 500 

houses in Rafah. About 90% of the evicted 

people moved in with relatives, making it 

very crowded. But since 1967 UNRWA [the 

United Nations Relief and Works Agency 

for Palestine Refugees] has not been 

allowed to build a single new refugee 

ÓÈÅÌÔÅÒȢ )ÓÒÁÅÌ ×ÁÎÔÓ ÔÏ ÇÅÔ ÒÉÄ ÏÆ 5.27!Ȣȱ

18 



RAFAH Refugee Camp, 

Gaza, May 17, 1977 ɀ

Some of the 1,500 

Palestinian homes and 

small businesses in 

Rafah refugee camp in 

the Gaza Strip recently 

ÍÁÒËÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ Á ÒÅÄ Ȱ8ȱ 

by Israeli authorities 

for demolition and 

eviction. Demolition 

will deprive this family 

of their home and 

market, where today 

they are selling onions, 

bananas, and tomatoes.

Mr. Eide tells us that several years ago, the Israeli government announced the 

annexation of Rafah Camp to Rafah Town. He emphasizes his point:

Ɂ3ÏÌɯÔÐÓÐÛÈÙàɯÈÜÛÏÖÙÐÛÐÌÚɯÛÏÖÜÎÏÛɯÐÍɯÛÏÌàɯÈÕÕÌß

ÊÈÔ×ÚɯÛÖɯÛÖÞÕÚȮɯÛÏÌÙÌɯÞÖÜÓËÕɀÛɯÉÌɯÈÕàɯÙÌÍÜÎÌÌÚȭɂ

Ȱ4Ï ÆÉÇÈÔ ÔÈÉÓȟȱ ÈÅ ÓÁÙÓȟ ȰÔÈÅ ÍÕÎÉÃÉÐÁÌÉÔÉÅÓ ÈÅÌÐÅÄ ÇÅÔ ×ÁÔÅÒ ÁÎÄ ÅÌÅÃÔÒÉÃÉÔÙ ÔÏ 

ÔÈÅ ÃÁÍÐÓȢȱ

The Israeli government is forcibly evicting Palestinians and moving them into 

Israeli housing nearby, just into the Israeli-occupied Egyptian Sinai. Mr. Eide 

describes the Israeli efforts to remove Palestinian homes, people and refugee 

status:

Ȱ!ÎÙ 0ÁÌÅÓÔÉÎÉÁÎ ×ÈÏ ÍÏÖÅÓ ÉÎÔÏ ÔÈÅ )ÓÒÁÅÌÉ-built housing must destroy their 

home in the refugee camp and cannot pass it on to a relative. They were told 

ÔÈÅÙ ÍÕÓÔ ÄÅÍÏÌÉÓÈ ÏÒ ÂÅ ÁÒÒÅÓÔÅÄȟ ÁÎÄ ÏÔÈÅÒ ÔÈÒÅÁÔÓȢȱ !ÎÄ ÔÈÅ 0ÁÌÅÓÔÉÎÉÁÎ 

response, says Mr. Eide:

Ɂ3ÏÌɯ×ÌÖ×ÓÌɯÈÙÌɯÈÎÈÐÕÚÛɯÛÏÐÚȭɂɯ

Ȱ.ÅØÔ ÍÏÎÔÈ ÔÈÅÙ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅÇÉÎ ÆÏÒÃÉÎÇ +ÈÁÎ 9ÏÕÎÉÓ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÉÎÔÏ )ÓÒÁÅÌÉ 

ÇÏÖÅÒÎÍÅÎÔ ÈÏÕÓÉÎÇȟȱ -ÒȢ %ÉÄÅ ÔÅÌÌÓ ÕÓȢ )ÓÒÁÅÌÉ ÄÅÓÔÒÕÃÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÈÏÍÅÓ ÁÎÄ 

dispersal of Palestinians has been the most intense in the southern part of the 

Gaza Strip, where Israeli settlement has been the most rapid. 

RAFAH Refugee Camp, 

Gaza, May 17, 1977 ɀ

Open areas where Israeli 

occupation forces have 

already torn down 1,000 

Palestinian homes. They 

bulldozed and widened 

streets in the camps in 

1971, to enable Israeli 

tanks to roll through. 



Ɂ(ɀÔɯÈɯ/ÈÓÌÚÛÐÕÐÈÕ

on Palestinian land.

Whenever anyone sees someone 

occupying your country,

you have the right to use any

ÞÌÈ×ÖÕɯÛÖɯÒÐÊÒɯÛÏÌÔɯÖÜÛȭɂ

ɬMr. Eide, Palestinian refugee

from Jaffa, living in Rafah 

Near RAFAH, Gaza, May 1977ɀ

Palestinians in agricultural fields.
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